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Board of Education 

Haysville USD 261 is governed by a school board consisting of seven members.The board’s powers 
and duties include the authority to adopt, enforce and monitor all policies for the management and 
governance of the district’s schools. The BOE convenes every month in open public meetings to dis-
cuss district business and hear citizens’ concerns. An agenda is posted publicly in advance of board 
meetings. The meeting schedule, along with agendas and minutes are available on the district’s web-
site at www.usd261.com/BOE/index.php.
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Paige Crum
Board President

Email: pcrum@usd261.com
Term expires: 12/31/2021

Jennifer Bain
Email: jbain@usd261.com
Term expires: 12/31/2024

Tom Gibson
Board Vice-President

Email: tgibson@usd261.com
Term expires: 12/31/2024

Jeremy Bennett
Email: jbennett@usd261.com

Term expires: 12/31/2021

Dr. Susan Norton
Email: snorton@usd261.com

Term expires: 12/31/2024

Jerome Crawford
Email: jcrawford@usd261.com

Term expires: 12/31/2021

Greg Fenster
Email: gfenster@usd261.com

Term expires: 12/31/2024



Superintendent’s Message
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Dr. John K. Burke
Superintendent
(316) 554-2200 
jburke@usd261.com

 
The 2019-2020 school year began in typical fashion.  New employees were welcomed to the school dis-
trict.  New teachers were able to experience the Haysville USD 261 eight-day orientation and induction 
program.  Students returned to start school around the middle of August.  All appearances indicated a 
normal school year had begun.

With the return of students, teachers were faced with reorienting students to traditional Haysville USD 
261 programs and procedures.  Students relearned P.R.I.D.E., Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports, and Capturing Kids’ Hearts.  At the middle and high school levels, athletic programs and 
school activities began anew.  Football, volleyball, cross country, golf, tennis, and soccer teams worked 
hard and looked forward to promising seasons.

The end of the first quarter of the school year coincides with the beginning of the winter sports season.  
Students continued to excel academically.  Several students were awarded prestigious scholarships.  
Amanda Phanivong was awarded the O’Shaunessy Lifetime Scholarship of $100,000.  Girls’ and boys’ 
basketball, girls’ and boys’ wrestling, boys’ swimming, and girls’ and boys’ bowling began gearing up for 
the new season.

The winter sports season provided opportunities for hard work to pay off with success.  The girls’ bowl-
ing team once again won the state championship.  This was the fourth time in five years that the girls 
had won the state title. The boys’ basketball team provided fans with lots of highlights on their way to an 
undefeated regular season.  The boys’ basketball team won its first game at the state tournament.  Amid 
the celebration came the news that Governor Kelly had closed all Kansas school buildings for the rest of 
the school year due to the pandemic.  The boys’ basketball players would be denied their opportunity to 
win a state championship.  The Campus student body did receive the Kansas State High School Activi-
ties Association Sportsmanship Award for its performance at the Boys’ Basketball State Tournament.

With help from the Kansas State Department of Education, the staff modified the Continuous Learning 
Model to enable teachers to teach from home and students to learn from home.  Teachers and students 
persevered throughout the spring with this new kind of academic learning.  All spring activities were can-
celled.

The district was provided guidance on how to safely finish the school year by the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment.  This guidance disrupted the usual end of the year graduation and promotion 
activities.  Undaunted by this setback, the middle schools and high schools were able to safely celebrate 
these occasions with the Campus High School and Haysville High School Night at the Drive-in and drive 
through recognitions.

The district entered the summer with high hopes that the 2020-2021 school year would be better and 
began planning accordingly.  



Strategic Plan
Mission Statement 

The relentless pursuit of excellence

Vision Statement
To equip learners with 21st century skills to achieve excellence in a continually-changing world

Goal 1: Student Learning & Success
To support staff through the systematic development and implementation of instructional tools, practices, and

technologies to ensure student learning

Goal 2: High Quality Workforce
To recruit, develop, and retain a high quality workforce

Goal 3: Facilities & Infrastructure
To create and enhance modern, safe learning facilities to achieve excellence

Goal 4: Community Partnerships
To strengthen community pride through strategic partnerships

Goal 5: Financial
To pursue and develop the financial resources to support the goals of the district
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The strategic planning process was designed to authentically engage stakeholders, including students, 
teachers, administrators, staff, and community leaders, in articulating organizational priorities and 
stakeholder values.  The research-based method of strategic planning, adopted by Haysville USD 261, 
will allow the district to create its future, focused on students, through rigorous organizational assess-
ment, followed by operational implementation.  

Strategic Plan
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District Data

Faculty/Staff
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Budget 

2019 - 2020 Revenue =$77,401,080             2019 - 2020 Expenditures =$77,191,573

General Fund Expenditures 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020

Instruction    $16,945,383
Student Support   $1,949,820
Instructional Support  $2,932,883
Administration & Support $4,537,180
Operations & Maintenance  $2,466,872
Transportation   $1,718,306
Total    $30,550,444

Total Employees 2019-2020 962
Certified Staff   457
Classified Staff   505
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* These numbers reflect the degrees 
among certified staff.
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Transportation

Total miles of driving kids to school: 184,437
Total miles accrued of taking kids to activities: 85,964
Total number of buses: 62

The communication initiative for the district is to increase community and parent engagement 
through direct communication, social media, text-alerts, and printed communication. We also strive 
to reach stake holders through our public calendar system and reports to local news media and print 
media.

Enrollment 

370 Freeman Elementary

505 Nelson Elementary

394 Oatville Elementary

416 Prairie Elementary

480 Rex Elementary 

335 Ruth Clark Elementary

781 Haysville Middle School

532 Haysville West Middle School

1,645 Campus High School

31  Tri-City Day School
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(Top left) Third graders enjoying 
a fitness day. (Top right) A PAT 
toddler at the butterfly exhibit at 
Botanica. (Bottom) CHS teacher, 
Mary Askren welcoming the fresh-
man class. 



The Learning Center

• The Learning Center utilizes the expertise of our district’s staff members as presenters, who have practical sugges-
tions that are used successfully every day in their classrooms.

• We encourage all USD 261 staff to take advantage of the learning opportunities available at The Learning Center.

Workshops: 116
Number of district participants: 2,168
Revenue: $22,429

Early Childhood

• Served 320 students in 24 half-day Pre-K sessions.
• Krista Pottier developed, and our teachers utilized, the Pre-K ECAM to 

assess and document the acquisition of math skills by our Pre-K students.
• Offered a free monthly (August through March) Count Your Kid In screen-

ing to the community and 135 children participated .
• Dedicated two sessions of Pre-K specifically for 3 year olds and their 

unique developmental needs.
• Sponsored a fall and spring Parents to Pre-K event in each classroom.
• Provided first aid and CPR training for all Pre-K classroom staff.
• Each Pre-K student received five new books to add to their home library. These were distributed during the 

initial Meet the Teacher event, fall and spring Parent-Teacher Conferences and the fall and spring Parents 
to Pre-K events.

• Purchased the Connect 4 Learning curriculum in the spring for our Pre-K classrooms with implementation 
beginning the 2020-21 school year.

• Applied for and received two grants from KSDE to help support the expense of providing quality Pre-K ser-
vices to 190 children in our community.

• Our office moved to the Hemphill Building at the end of the 2019-20 school year.

Jetta Williams
Early Childhood Center Director

jwilliam@usd261.com
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Pre- K student Violet Bedient participating 
in Count Your Kid In.



(Left) Amanda Phanivong awarded the O’Shaunessy 
Scholarship. Michele Kau awarded as a finalist. 
(Right) CHS varsity boys celebrate 6A Division AVCTL 
Champions.

Campus High School 
• Amanda Phanavong - O’Shaunessy Scholarship  

$100,000 winner
• Michele Kau -   O’Shaunessy Scholarship  $25,000 final-

ist
• Boy’s Basketball -  AVCTL Div I League Champions, 

Substate Champions, State  quarterfinals (stopped by 
Covid), final record 23-0

• Girls Bowling - AVCTL Champions, Regional  Champi-
ons, State Champions (4th in past 5 years)

• Campus Student Body- Only 6A school to win the KSH-
SAA Sportsmanship award at the State Tournament.

• First ever drive-thru graduation.

David  Morford
Campus High School Principal

dmorford@usd261.com

(Top left) Senior Linda Sanchez participating in the drive-thru 
graduation. (Top right) Senior Steele Chapman waving at family 
during the 2019 CHS drive-thru graduation.
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(Left to right) YE students serving up meals on Market 
Day at Campus HS. Tai Johnson and Venus Than-
souk crowned homecoming king & queen. Swim-to-a-
wish swim team and coaches after raising $12,188 for 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
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Haysville High School 
• Seventy-five graduates for the HHS Class of 2020.
• Community Service Day last September 20th with 

students completing projects at Tanganyika Wildlife 
Park, Cargill Food Bank, Kansas Humane Society, 
Haysville High School, and the Salvation Army in 
downtown Wichita.  

• HHS/TCDS Canned Food Drive (collected over 1400 
canned food items for the TCDS/HHS Food Pantry).  
and we distributed to our families in need.

• Student Leadership Team launched the Coffee Bur-
rough in partnership with Stompin’ Grounds to serve 
flavored coffee to staff and students.

• Continued our partnership with WSU-Tech with HHS 
students involved in the HVAC Program, Welding 
Program, and the Health Pathways program.

Mark Foster
Haysville High School Principal

mfoster@usd261.com

• HHS/TCDS, in a joint venture, started the 
Food Pantry and Clothes Closet and dis-
tributed many items to needy students and 
families.

• Winter Wishes last year for students to 
make a Christmas Wish.  Every student’s 
wish was granted through the generosity 
and giving of staff members.

• Student Leadership Team had a booth at 
the STEM Expo at Rex Elementary School 
(Home-made Ice Cream).

• Market Day with our Student Leadership 
Team (Krispy Kreme Donuts and Buffalo 
Wild Wings) to raise money for the Student 
Leadership Team.

• PBIS/CKH programs to recognize student 
achievement through our rewards programs.

Haysville HS staff after a successful drive-thru graduation for the 
class of 2019.

(Top left) Sarah Tweed participating in the drive-thru graduation. (Top 
right) Seniors Alex Zuniga and Angel McKee. (Bottom) HHS SRO Starnes 
and HMS SRO Watkins posing after their Tri-Cycle Showdown.



• 2019-2020 Capturing Kids’ Hearts Show-
case school

• Ruby Payne training as a district
• We had Body Venture in September
• October 2nd was third grade fitness day
• We had grandparents to lunch October 24th 

and October 25th
• Presented at the Blue Ribbon Schools of 

Excellence 
• Raised $1,680  for Pennies for Patients
• Collected over 4,303 items 

for the food pantry food drive                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                     

Carla Wulf 
Ruth Clark Elementary Principal

cwulf@usd261.com

(Left) Kindergartener Shaun Hunter enjoying the Winter Sing-A-Long. (Right) 
Mrs. Sanborn’s class learning all about the body during the ‘Body Venture’ 
fitness day. 

Ruth Clark Elementary 

Tri-City Day School
• Five graduating seniors last year.
• Two students fully reintegrated to their base school
• The Administrator retired after her entire career in the 

Haysville district.
• Celebrated the seniors and retirees with school parades.
• Two teachers began their teaching career at Tri-City 

who had previously been paraeducators in our school.
• Celebrated our traditional holidays and things during the 

school year (Thanksgiving, Christmas, Kansas Day, St. 
Patrick’s Day, Winter Family Night)

• Participated in the Kansas Star Tree of Hope fundraiser.
• CKH showcase school recognition for the third straight 

year.
• Field trip at the school with goats for everyone to see.
• Everyone got to learn how to use Zoom as a result of 

the shutdown.
• The entire school developed a plan for continuous learn-

ing in a matter of days.
• A Day Made Better program in partnership with Credit 

Union of America and Project Teacher presented box 
containing $150 worth of supplies.

(Top) Josh Bargdill receiving supplies from Credit Union of 
America reprsentative,Tosha Klein. (Bottom) Joshua Kelly 
setting the table for the annual Thanksgiving lunch.

Doug Berryman
Tri-City Day School Administrator

dberryman@usd261.com
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Rex Elementary 
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• Rex Elementary hosted an Ice Cream Social and Open House to welcome students.
• The school hosted its first Safe Schools Walk To School Day.
• Rex Elementary continued their yearly tradition of Capture the Turkey.
• The whole school participated in One School, One Book and read Charlotte’s Web. 
• Rex Elementary hosted a STEM Night for our students and families to enjoy.

Laura Rogers 
Rex Elementary Principal

lrogers@usd261.com

(Back row) Left to right: Sarah Lowenstein, James Wason, Dawn 
Fountain, Laura Rogers, Jennifer Morris, Robyn Darbyshire. (Front 
row) Left to right: Heather Bristor, Kelly Kennedy, Kyong Duncan. The 
cast of ‘Charlotte’s Web”.
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(Left) Rex students posing for pictures on Walk To School Day. (Center) Lt. Young from the Haysville Police Department greeting students as they 
walk to school. (Right) Rex first-grade teachers Savannah Bazil and Kelsey Swafford. 



Nelson Elementary
• Recognized as a Capturing Kids’ Hearts National Showcase 

School by the Flippen Group for the 2019-2020 school year. 
• Students participated in the Campus High School Homecom-

ing Parade. 
• Nelson was very fortunate to have the “Body Venture” on 

Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2019.
• Celebrated “Red Ribbon Week” on Oct. 28-Nov. 1, 2019 with 

many special activities. The National theme was “Send a Mes-
sage.  Stay Drug Free.”  

• Had a large turnout for a special “Grandparents to Lunch” 
week for American Education Week Nov. 18-22, 2019.  

• Annual “Community Food Drive” ran in December and brought 
in a tremendous number of items (Over 2,200) donated, result-
ing in Mr. Mitchener having to dress up like a “Shark Elf.”   

• The annual “Art in the Park” was held on Friday, 
Feb. 7, 2020.

• Several classes participated in the “Building Wax 
Museum” project where students research a fa-
mous person in history. 

• Raised a grand total of over $17,000.00 for the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society “Pennies for Pa-
tients.” 

• Nelson Singers were asked to sing the National 
Anthem at the Wichita Thunder game on Friday, 
Feb. 28, 2020. 

• Held our first Last Day Parade where we drove by 
our students’ homes to wish them a fun summer.

www.usd261.com

Mike Mitchener 
Nelson Elementary Principal

mmitch@usd261.com

(Top) First-grader Jochuan Fuentes showing pictures he 
took during Art In The Park. (Bottom) Staff and students in 
their Chiefs Day gear.
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Students and staff waving 
goodbye in the first Last Day 
Parade that took place in the 
various neighborhoods.
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Freeman Elementary
• Capturing Kids Hearts Showcase School
• Food Drive in December: 2,420 food items donat-

ed
• Falcon Fun Days: Student: William Proberts
• DARE Graduation
• Pennies for Patients $1,748.02
• Whole school Thanksgiving feast 
• Christmas Sing Along
• Star Polisher Award Nominee-Shelley Davis

Tonette Haight
Freeman Elementary Principal

thaight@usd261.com

(Left to right) Principal Toni Haight posing with the positive office referral 
students. (Top left) Deedee Gallegos waving goodbye to students at 
the Lawn Chair Parade. (Bottom) Green Eggs and Ham Students, Cash 
Parson and Amelia Tiehes
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Oatville Elementary
• Participated in Jump Rope for Heart
• Decorated 2x4’s that were used to build the St. 

Jude Dream House
• Raised funds for St. Jude’s through a variety of 

activities like crazy hair day, and nacho sales.
• CKH Showcase School for 3rd consecutive year
• Leadership participated in a service learning proj-

ect at the Humane Society
• Building Food Drive for Haysville West Baptist 
• Car Parade through neighborhoods in March 

when we went remote
• End of Year Lawn Chair Parade (Left)  Oatville Librarian, Ester Esh blowing bubles to kids for the End 

of Year Lawn Chair Parade. (Right) Prinicpal Natalie Lightcap, waving 
goodbye to students.

Natalie Lightcap 
Oatville Elementary Principal

nlightcap@usd261.com



Prairie Elementary
• Girls on the Run Team
• Cardio Drumming in Music & P.E. classes
• Pieces of Kansas, a collaborative acrylic on canvas, was featured in the 

Board of Education Meeting room at the USD 261 Admin Central Office 
for the month of January. This was made by a group of 4th grade girls 
Halle Birch, Ella Ford, Cheyenne Keller, Shelby Marsh, Evie McCarty, 
Fallyn Swartz, Corey Welch - in Mrs. Wilmoth’s Class. It is now hanging 
in the Prairie office. 

• All grades participated in #CSforGood.  3rd-5th worked with a Machine 
Learning Model and practiced training an 
AI to sort between fish and trash. Then 
they got a chance to help train a neural 
network with Quick Draw by Google and search for animals in a national 
park in Africa. I wish you could have heard their excitement each time they 
found a new animal! 
• Prairie Third and Fifth Graders gave an outstanding performance of the 
musical “Off Their Rockers”. 
• Buddy Bucks: Students worked towards earning Buddy Bucks for going 
above & beyond showing Prairie PRIDE! All staff nominated a few students 
each week. Their names went into a drawing and Dr. E drew a few out each 
week for a candy bar.

• We congratulated Mrs. Vance on winning KAKE’s Reading Caravan. The 3rd-graders had such a great 
time celebrating with her. Also, a big thank you to KAKE’s Alyson Acklin for reading to students and EMC 
for the $1,000 that will be used to purchase new books!

• Prairie Shirt Design: Prairie Elementary PTO  pur-
chased these for our students and staff! Congrats 
to Lilly Clements, 5th grader, for the winning design! 
Her design was the inspiration for this year’s shirt. 
All students were encouraged to wear this shirt or 
other Prairie gear/Purple & Orange each Tuesday 
for Prairie Pride day. 

• 3rd Grade District Fitness Day at Campus High
• Prairie Elementary was recently recognized with 

a Decade of Difference Award from the Leuke-
mia & Lymphoma Society.  The school has raised 
$11,233.25 in 10 years! 

• Crista Snow was awarded the 25 year teaching ap-
preciation certificate from the University of Kansas. 

Jarrod Craig
Prairie Elementary Principal

jcraig@usd261.com
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(Top) Librarian Debra Vance won KAKE’s 
Reading Caravan. (Left) Teachers participat-
ing in the Lawn Chair Parade.

Third and fith graders participating in the “off Their Rockers” perfor-
mance



(Left to right) Liam Wallace, Alyssa Lipke, Cheyenne Rec-
tor, Gracie Hollon, Alexzia Guffey posing at their market 
day.
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Haysville Middle School
• Choir Director, Paul Graves, was selected as a semi-finalist 

of Kansas Teacher of the Year.
• Isabella Lindsay was recognized for her volunteerism during 

the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards.
• We were awared the Scholars Bowl Patriot League Champi-

ons Winter 2020.
• 8th Grade Boys Cross Country team was the Patriot League 

Champions Fall 2019.
• Our choirs received all Superior ratings at festival Spring 

2020.
• We earned CKH National Showcase School.
• We held our first drive-thru 8th grade promotion.

Mike  Maurer 
Haysville Middle School Principal

mmaurer@usd261.com
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Haysville West Middle School
• Capturing Kids’ Hearts National Showcase School 

- 4th straight year
• Greenhouse Ribbon Cutting - December, 2019
• Drive-Through Promotion 
• Gorilla Giving Tree - Community service project - 

adopted 5 families & 10 Peach Tree residents and   
contributed to Hope That Fits at Campus High.

• Gorillas Give Back - community service project 
where staff made and delivered Christmas treats 
to city workers and first responders in our area

Nicki McMullin 
Haysville West Middle School Principal

nmcmulli@usd261.com

(Left to right)  Ildo Martins, Ty Hamilton, Paige Crum, Susan Walston, 
John Burke, Tom Gibson, Nicki McMullin, Spencer Ring at the ribbon 
cutting of the new greenhouse. (Top left) Amber Marshall waving 
goodbye to 8th graders.(Top right) Teachers, Alana Whitney and 
Somer Talkington, celebrating 8th graders.
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•Haysville USD 261 mails newsletters to district residents several times a school year. We realize with a saturation mailing, some people outside our district will receive these 
newsletters. We hope readers will enjoy reading about the exciting things happening in the Haysville Public Schools. All correspondence related to the newsletter should be sent 
to: Adia Ludwig, Communications Director, 1745 West Grand, Haysville, KS 67060, (316) 554-2200, aludwig@usd261.com. Find out more about the district at www.usd261.com,
www.facebook.com/haysvillepublicschools, www.twitter.com/usd261 or on instagram at @haysville261.
•Haysville USD 261 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, disability, or military status, in admission or access to, or treatment or 
employment in its programs and activities. Any person having inquiries concerning Haysville Public School's compliance with the regulations implementing Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504), or Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), may contact the Assistant 
Superintendent for Personnel, Dr. Michael Clagg, 1745 W. Grand, Haysville, KS 67060, 316-554-2200.

1745 West Grand
Haysville, KS  67060


